
2009 CLOWNS ON ROUNDS FUN RAISER 
JOKE TELLING EXTRAVAGANZA 

 

Author and inspirational speaker Sis-
ter Anne Bryan Smollin is the Honor-
ary Chairperson for Clowns on 
Roundsô 2009 FUN Raiser.  And, for 
an unprecedented fourth year in a 
row, Dr. Mark Fruiterman has gra-
ciously agreed to be 
Master of Ceremonies 
for our dinner and 
Joke Telling Extrava-

ganza. This exciting event will be held 
at Malozziôs Banquet House in Rotter-
dam on Thursday, November 19th.  
Guests and staff will compete in a 
tasteful joke telling competition.  Our 
panel to judge each attempt at humor 
will be three very talented, experienced 
and caring laughologists: Dr. Wilma Pinky Doo, Dr. 

Razzle Dazzle and Nurse Sonshine.   
 

Funds raised through this event go 
toward Clowns on Roundsô annual 
operating budget and will help fund 
the Clowns on Roundsô visits to the 
Pediatric Oncology/Hematology Clinic 
at Albany Medical Center. 
 

A cocktail hour, filled with clowning 
around, will begin at 

6:00pm and dinner at 7:00pm.  Then 
the fun really starts as the fierce 
competition to find the funniest joke 
and the loudest laughs begins as our 
guests and staff vie for our much 
sort-after prizes. 
 

Norman Cousins, the famous editor 
and author who waged a successful 
battle with a life-threatening illness, became convinced 

of the value of positive attitudes 
and humor on human healing. 
Cousins once said, ñHearty laugh-
ter is a good way to jog internally 
without having to go outdoors.ò  
Please join us for a short but enjoy-
able jog and a hilariously good 
time!   

 

 

 
 
 
Sister Anne Bryan Smollin 

Excerpt from ñPARADEò magazine,  
August 9, 2009 

 

 ñSoothing a Child Before Surgeryò 
 

 ñIf you need to calm a child in the hospital, do you 
administer a sedative or send in the clowns?ò 
 

 ñOne medical database reviewed 17 studies of non-
medical approaches ï involving more than 1700 kids 
ages 10 months to 17 years in different countries ï 
and concluded that alternative treatments are ólikely to 
reduce childrenôs anxiety during the onset of anes-
thetic.ôò 
 

 ñResearchers have been looking at alternatives to 
standard medications to soothe kids who are being 
prepared for anesthesia before surgery, or for a pro-
cedure where itôs critical that the child cooperate with 
the medical team.  It appears that clowns do work.ò 

The purpose of Clowns on Rounds, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation, is to encourage in hospitalized  
patients, a positive attitude toward their illness and through humor, to help alleviate the fears,  

anxieties and stress experienced by patients, their families, friends and caregivers. 
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Nurse Sonshine 

Dr. Funny Bones shares a very special with Lucas  
at Albany Medical Center Childrenôs Hospital 

FOURTH DAY A MONTH ADDED  
TO ALBANY MED PROGRAM 

Thanks to the generosity of Stewarts Shops, CAPCOM 
and our fundraising with the Apple Festival and FUN 
Raisers, we have been able to add a fourth day each 
month for our program at the Albany Medical Center 
Pediatric Oncology/Hematology Clinic and Peds. 

THANK YOU! 



JACKIE KILLEEN  aka DR. WILMA PINKYDOO 
 

I started clowning in 1996 after tak-
ing a course at Hudson Valley Com-
munity College.  I never thought it 
would become such an important 
part of my life. 
 

My clowning career as ñDOLLY-
DOOò took off one week after 
graduation.  My hairdresser, who 
had four kids, asked me to come to 
her daughterôs birthday party. Know-
ing most of the people at the party 
helped me get through my first one-
hour show. People liked me!!   Sud-
denly, I was doing many parties, 

grand openings, company picnics and work for radio sta-
tions. I was so happy to think I could make a difference on 
someone's Special Day. 
 

As the years went by I met many great clowns who helped 
me immensely.  One was Loretta DeAngelus 
(Dr.Gigglebritches) and another was Marie Beck (Dr. Funny 
Bones).  Several times Loretta asked me about being a 
hospital clown.  I told her I didn't think I could do it.  She 
would say "You won't know until you try".  In 2004, I at-
tended a training session on hospital clowning given by 
Loretta.  I discovered that hospital clowning is nothing like 
being a birthday clown.  There was so much more to learn 
and I loved every minute of it.  It was then that Dr. Wilma 
Pinkydoo was born. 
 

My first hospital clowning was done 
at Saratoga Hospital.  I was really 
scared to do this especially after I 
found out that this hospital has a 
Nursing Home section. Because 
these residents have long length of 
stays, I was afraid that entertaining 
them was going to be a real chal-
lenge. Instead, it was the most won-
derful thing that I was able to do.  
Being with these patients opened a 
part of my heart that I never knew I had.  I grew very close 
to these wonderful residents.  They crave attention and just 
want simple things like a little of your time.  Time I had to 
give.  We would do crafts, paint clay pots, paint shirts and 
much more.  I would paint their finger nails, read a story 
and sometimes nothing at all.  I would just listen or hold 
their hand until they fell asleep.  These are simple things 
that staff is often unable to do.  I feel fortunate to have been 
part of the lives of these very special people. 
 

Being a hospital clown isn't just for patients or residents. 
Hospital staff can always use a little cheering up 
too.  Sometimes they will just come up to me for 
a joke or a hug. Most often theyôre looking for a 
"KISS" sticker.  They all love kiss stickers on 
their name badges. 

 

A couple times a year, I join other Clowns on Rounds staff 
to paint windows inside the hospitals.  We do everything 
from simple designs to seasonal scenes. We get compli-
ments every week from patients, staff and visitors.  Our website: www.clownsonrounds.com 

I have been lucky enough to work 
at: Saratoga, Glens Falls, Ellis, 
Sunnyview and Albany Medical 
Center Hospitals. When I leave my 
job, I know that I have helped peo-
ple forget their pain, fear and stress 
even if it is for a short time.  I am 
very grateful to Clowns on Rounds 
for letting me be a part of such 
a fantastic group. 

DR. WILMA PINKYDOO  

Jackie as Dolly Doo  

DR. WILMA PINKYDOO  

 

ELECTRIC CITY CLOWNS HELP  
RAISE FUNDS FOR CLOWNS ON ROUNDS 

 

For the 14th year in a row, wonderfully generous clowns 
from the Electric City Clown Alley will give their time and 
talents to facepaint and sell balloon sculptures and helium 
balloons at the annual Capital Region Apple Festival at the 
Altamont Fairgrounds Oct. 3rd & 4th.  In all, over 100 volun-
teers come out to volunteer for these activities as well as 
volunteering to help with a carnival and pumpkin painting 
booth and a haunted fun house.  We are extremely grateful 
for their commitment to helping Clowns on Rounds. 

 

ñItôs a new ruling from the surgeon general. 
Every pacemaker recipient is required 
to carry jumper cables at all times.ò 


