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The purpose of Clowns on Rounds, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation, is to encourage in hospitalized  
patients, a positive attitude toward their illness and through humor, to help alleviate the fears,  

anxieties and stress experienced by patients, their families, friends and caregivers. 

CLOWNS ON ROUNDS 
20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

On Wednesday, May 9, 2012 Clowns on 
Rounds will celebrate our 20th Anniver-
sary and we invite you to join us for a 
joyful celebration. The festivities will be 
held at Mallozziôs Banquet House in Rot-
terdam starting at 6:00pm with a cocktail 

hour that will feature our 
eight staff  members 
ñclowning aroundò with our 
guests.   
 

Sr. Anne Bryan Smollin, CSJ, Ph.D, an 
internationally known writer, lecturer and 
humorist and executive board president of 
Clowns on Rounds is our Honorary Chairper-
son. Our good friend, Dr. Mark Fruiterman 

will once again grace us with his 
presence as our MC for the evening. 
 

After a delicious dinner, as a very 
special  treat,  nationally  known en-
tertainer and friend of Clowns on 
Rounds, Al Getler will be with us that 
evening with a very special perform-
ance designed especially for us that 
will leave you falling   off your chairs 
with laughter. We invite  you  to  be  
part of  this wonderful celebration! 

 

 

Nurse Non Cents with her new friend at Albany Med 

Dr. Mark Fruiterman 

Al Getler and Friends 

 

HOW WE BEGAN 
 

Clowns on Rounds, 
Inc. was incorporated 
in 1992 as a 501 (c) 
(3) non-profit organi-
zation.  Dr. Yikes ï 
otherwise known as 
Mike Reagan, our 
innovative founder 
decided to form 
Clowns on Rounds 
after watching his 

aunt, dressed in her clown costume, entertain an elderly 
woman who was hospitalized with a broken leg on her 
birthday.  Although the woman was in traction and re-
quired morphine to ease her pain, she seemed to forget 
about her condition and laughed heartily at his auntôs 
routines.  Mike was working as a professional clown at 
birthday parties and parades at the time, but, in the back 
of his mind, he knew that he wanted to visit hospitals 
and   nursing   homes.  Seeing  a  patient   respond   so 
favorably  to  his  aunt  convinced  him to pursue his 
ambition.  He had another, more personal reason to visit 
hospital patients; He had spent much of his childhood in 
the hospital with asthma and kidney problems and knew 
how it felt being a patient. 
 

Mike learned more about hospital clowning from his aunt, 
attended competitions, and watched the Big Apple Circus 
Clown Care Unit in New York City visit hospitalized chil-
dren.  He based his group on that unit.  He soon recruited 
Bill Hart aka Dr. Oops and Loretta DeAngelus aka Dr. 
Gigglebritches to work with him on several pilot programs 
in area hospitals and nursing homes.  And so it begané. 
 

Mikeôs philosophy was that although Dr. Yikes and his 
fellow entertainers love to make people laugh, they occa-
sionally just listen or hold hands, if thatôs what the patient 
wants.  Regardless of how they spend their time with pa-
tients, he believed that the clowns provide a much-
needed dose of humor and affection. ñDoctors treat the 
sick part. We treat the healthy part,ò he said. 
 

The ñauntò he referred to was our own Dr. Funnybones 

aka Mischief the Clown aka Marie Beck who has been 

with us for over 18 years. Dr. Yikes retired from Clowns 

on Rounds in 1998 and we will always be grateful for the 

amazing organization he created and the dream he full-

filled. 

Dr. Yikes, Dr. Gigglebritches, Dr. Oops 

Laugh Lines  
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Sr. Anne Bryan Smollin 



Dr. Skittles aka Nina Caires joins the 

staff of Clowns on Rounds as our 

newest ñpretendingò physician. Feb-

ruary 21, 2012 was her first day on 

the job and she made rounds at the 

Melodies Center for Childhood Can-

cers and Blood Disorders and in Pe-

diatrics at Albany Medical Center.  Nina is a graduate 

of the Hudson Valley Community College Clown Arts 

class and has been trained in hospital clowning by 

our program director, Loretta DeAngelus (Dr. Gig-

glebritches).  She will spend at least two days on the 

job paired up with Marie Beck 

(aka Dr. Funnybones who 

teaches the clown class at 

HVCC) as her mentor and coach. 
 

Nina is a semi-retired veterinarian 

whose dream is to combine 

clowning with her love of pet ther-

apy.  She is the proud owner of a 

golden retriever who is a certified 

therapy dog. Perhaps there is a 

Dr. Woof-Woof in our futureé 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
OUR LOYAL & GENEROUS 

SPONSORS 
 

The Golub Foundation 
Glens Falls Hospital Foundation  

and the  
Sandy Hill Foundation 

Stewarts Shops 
CAPCOM FCU 

Altamont Orchards 
Electric City Clown Alley 

Telecom Pioneers 

 

2011 YEAR-END DONORS 
 
 

NEW PROGRAMS BEGIN IN 
TWO AREA NURSING HOMES 

Nurse Sonshine aka 
Carol Sue Hart started 
clowning around at 
Wesley Nursing Home in Saratoga Springs early in February 
2012.  She will be visiting the 350-bed facility one or two times 
a month, laughing and tap-dancing her way down the halls. 

Nurse Non Cents aka Nancy Rosekrans will be-
gin visiting with residents of Resurrection Nursing 
Home in Castleton in March 2012. She will be in 
the 80-bed facility one or two days a month and 
they are looking forward to her arrival. 
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